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Reliability of the 30-15 Intermittent Fitness Test for elite wheelchair 
rugby players. 
The purpose of this study was to investigate the test-retest reliability of a 
modified 30-15 Intermittent Fitness Test (30-15IFT-28m) with elite wheelchair 
rugby players. Ten elite wheelchair rugby players from the Australian 
Wheelchair Rugby team attended two testing sessions separated by a minimum 
of 48 hours. In each session, participants completed the 30-15IFT-28m. 
Participants’ final velocity (V30-15IFT-28m), peak heart rate (HRpeak), blood lactate 
([La]b) and rating of perceived exertion (RPE) were recorded. Results: There 
was high reliability for V30-15IFT-28m (ICC = 0.99, TE = 1.02, CV = 1.9%), 
HRpeak (ICC = 0.95, TE = 1.05, CV = 4.5%), [La]b (ICC = 0.98, TE = 1.05, CV 
= 5.5%), and RPE (ICC = 0.97, TE = 1.03, CV = 3.5%).  The smallest 
worthwhile change was 0.234 km.h-1which represents less than one level on the 
test. Significant agreement was found for V30-15IFT-28m, HRpeak, [La]b outcome 
measures through 95% LOA. The 30-15IFT-28m was found to be a reliable test to 
monitor anaerobic, aerobic and change of direction (COD) performance in 
wheelchair rugby players. 
Keywords: Paralympic, HIIT, Test-retest, Sport, Performance 
Introduction  
Wheelchair rugby (WR) is a Paralympic sport requiring players to compete over four 
eight-minute quarters.  It is physically demanding, involving frequent intermittent 
high-intensity movements, such as repeated high-speed sprints and changes of 
direction. These movements are separated by brief periods of low-intensity activity 
(Barfield, Malone, Arbo, & Jung, 2010). 
WR players cover an average of 4540.1 ± 817.4m during competitive 
international matches (Sarro, Misuta, Burkett, Malone, & Barros, 2010), and players 
spend 31% of a typical quarter in the very low speed zone [≤20% Velocity maximum 
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(Vmax)], 47% in the low speed zone (21-50% Vmax), 20% in the moderate speed zone 
(51-80% Vmax), 1.5% in the high speed zone (81-95% Vmax), and 0.5% in the very 
high speed zone (>95% Vmax) (Rhodes, Mason, Perrat, et al., 2015). Players from high 
ranked teams are able to sustain longer playing times (45:38 ± 9:53), have higher peak 
speed (3.56 ± 0.4m.s-1), spend greater time within high (2.9 ± 1.6%) and very high 
(0.7 ± 0.8%) speed zones and perform more high-intensity activities (0.9 ± 0.4), 
compared to players in middle and low ranked teams (Rhodes, Mason, Malone, & 
Goosey-Tolfrey, 2015). Therefore, to be successful, WR players require high levels of 
physical fitness (Rhodes, Mason, Malone, et al., 2015; Rhodes, Mason, Perrat, et al., 
2015; Sarro et al., 2010). 
WR players are classified into seven different classes (0.5 – 3.5) based on their 
level of disability, athletes with the highest level of disability are in the 0.5 class 
ranging to the 3.5 class where athletes have the least impairment (Federation, 
website). Depending on the disability, physiological responses, such as 
cardiorespiratory function, during training are different (Barfield et al., 2010). During 
training WR players achieve exercise intensities approximating 70% of heart rate 
reserve, which is sufficient to elicit improvement in cardiorespiratory fitness (Barfield 
et al., 2010). Therefore, it is necessary for WR players and coaches to be able to 
monitor improvement in performance markers, such as aerobic capacity, anaerobic 
capacity and repeat sprint ability (Carey, Drake, Pliego, & Raymond, 2007; Gabbett, 
King, & Jenkins, 2008; Morgulec-Adamowicz, Kosmol, Molik, Yilla, & Laskin, 
2011), after a period of training.  
Laboratory testing has previously been completed by WR athletes to measure 
markers of physiological fitness, such as VO2peak, exercise capacity, peak power 
output, and ventilatory threshold (V. Goosey-Tolfrey, 2010; V. L. Goosey-Tolfrey, 
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2005; Morgulec-Adamowicz et al., 2011). However, using specialised laboratory 
equipment has several disadvantages, such as high cost, limited availability and the 
technical expertise needed in conducting and interpreting the results of the test. 
Hence, field-based testing may be a preferred option, as large groups of athletes can 
be tested together in a relatively short period of time, and the test can be conducted in 
the competition environment of the sport (V. L. Goosey-Tolfrey & Leicht, 2013).  
Despite the benefits of field-based testing, most protocols are adapted from 
able-bodied (AB) sports, thus using these protocols on WR athletes may result in 
inaccurate, unreliable and invalid measures of performance (Yanci et al., 2015). 
Goosey-Tolfrey and Leicht (V. L. Goosey-Tolfrey & Leicht, 2013) examined the use 
of the multi-stage fitness test to predict endurance fitness of wheelchair athletes and 
reported reliable peak heart rate and final distance results, but high variability in 
aerobic capacity (V. L. Goosey-Tolfrey & Leicht, 2013). The reliability and 
reproducibility of a Yo-Yo 10m recovery test, which measures aerobic and anaerobic 
energy systems (Krustrup et al., 2003), for wheelchair basketball players (Yanci et al., 
2015), showed good reproducibility values, with an intraclass correlation coefficient 
(ICC) of 0.83 – 0.94. Whilst this test may be useful for monitoring fitness, it does not 
provide a measure that can be used for training prescription (Krustrup, Mohr, 
Ellingsgaard, & Bangsbo, 2005). 
The 30-15 Intermittent Fitness Test (30-15IFT) is useful for intermittent sport 
players, as it is highly specific to the movement patterns commonly performed in 
intermittent sports (Hart, Drevets, Alford, Salacinski, & Hunt, 2013; Hopkins, 2000). 
The 30-15IFT involves explosive muscular power, aerobic power and cardiovascular 
recovery capacity (Buchheit, 2010), and results in athletes achieving their elicit heart 
rate peak (HRpeak), VO2peak.  Additionally, reference speeds that can be used for 
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training prescription can be determined from this test (Buchheit et al., 2009). 
However, to date, studies using the 30-15 IFT have only examined AB athletes. WR 
is played on an indoor court that is 28m in length, therefore, a modified 30-15IFT (30-
15IFT-28m), that covers a distance of 28m with increased COD may be more relevant to 
WR. Recently, no significant differences between the 30-15IFT-28m and the 30-15IFT 
were reported (Haydar, Al Haddad, Ahmaidi, & Buchheit, 2011) suggesting that the 
30-15IFT-28m may be a useful test however this has yet to be shown in WR players.  
Therefore, the aim of this study was to determine the reliability of the 30-
15IFT-28m for elite WR players and furthermore to determine the reference measures of 
intermittent fitness of elite WR players. 
Methods 
Subjects 
Ten male wheelchair rugby players (31.8 ± 7.3 years) from the Australian Wheelchair 
Rugby Team participated in this study. Four players were in the 0.5 classification, two 
in the 2.0 classification and one each from the 1.0, 2.5, 3.0 and 3.5 classification 
(Table 1). All participants were informed of the requirements, procedures and risks 
associated with participation in the study and provided their written informed consent 
prior to participation. The study was approved by the Human Research Ethics 
Committee, University of Queensland, School of Human Movement and Nutrition 
Sciences. 
Experimental Design 
Testing sessions were conducted on two occasions separated by 48 hours. Participants 
were asked to refrain from strenuous physical activity and abstain from alcohol and 
 
6 
stimulants, such as caffeine-containing medications, food and beverages, 24 hours 
prior to each testing session. Participants were required to complete a training diary to 
confirm compliance. Participants were asked to consume a high carbohydrate meal 
(approximately 2 g.kg-1 carbohydrates) with 1 L of water, 2 hours prior to each 
scheduled testing session.  
Methodology 
Each testing session began with the participant completing a standardised warm up 
that included 10 minutes of low intensity activity and five intermittent accelerations 
and 20m sprints at approximately 80% intensity. The 30-15IFT-28m was performed on 
an indoor basketball court, with mean ambient temperature 25.2 ± 2.8oC. The 30-
15IFT-28m consisted of 45s stages, which included 30s of shuttles interspersed with 15s 
of passive recovery. Participants had to push back and forth between three lines, set at 
0m, 14m and 28m apart for 30s; they then moved to the nearest line to start the next 
stage during the recovery period. Participants maintained their pace in time with a 
pre-recorded audio signal, with an initial velocity set at 8.0km.h-1, which increased 0.5 
km.h-1 after each stage. They were instructed to complete as many stages as possible.  
The test was terminated when the participant could not maintain the imposed 
speed, or was unable to reach a 3m zone near each line when the audio signalled, 
consecutively three times. The velocity achieved on the last completed stage was 
recorded as V30-15IFT-28m. At the end of the test, the HRpeak, blood lactate ([La]b), and 
rating of perceived exertion (RPE) was recorded.  
Instrumentation 
The 30-15IFT-28m was carried out on a regular basketball court (28m in length). 
Participants completed the test in the wheelchair they used for regular competition 
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and training. At the end of the test, heart rate was measured using a heart rate monitor 
(FT1, Polar Electro, Öy, Kempele, Finland), rating of perceived exertion (RPE) was 
recorded using the Borg’s Scale (Linda S Pescatello; Ross Arena; Deborah Riebe; 
Paul D Thompson; Kelli Allen, 2014), and blood collected from earlobe samples was 
analyzed for lactate using a portable analyzer (Lactate Pro; ARKRAY, Inc., Kyoto, 
Japan). 
Statistical Analysis 
Data are presented as mean ± standard deviation (SD), or mean with 95% confidence 
interval (CI). To determine reliability, intraclass correlation coefficient (ICC), 
coefficient of variation (CV), and typical error of measurement (TE) was calculated 
using an online spreadsheet (Hopkins, 2015). Additionally, to measure agreement 
between trials and detection of bias, Bland-Altman 95% Limits of Agreement (95% 
LOA) was calculated using Prism 6 software (version 6.0e, La Jolla, CA). Threshold 
of CV was set at <5%, as a criterion to deem reliable. A paired sample t-test was 
calculated to determine if there was any significant difference between the ambient 
temperatures during the test sessions. Smallest worthwhile change (SWC) was 
calculated on the V30-15IFT-28m between trials (equal to 0.2 multiplied by the between 
subject SD, according to Cohen’s effect principle), as SWC was found to be 
significant in performance assessment due to the typical error generated during 
physical testing (Hopkins, 2004). All data was log transformed to ensure best fit 
(Hopkins, 2003). 
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Results 
Descriptive statistics 
Descriptive statistics are shown in Table 1. Mean results for the four outcome 
measures were, V30-15IFT-28m 10.7 ± 1.7 km.h-1, HRpeak 129.5 ± 22.4 beats.min-1, blood 
lactate concentration 6.2 ± 2.1 mmol.L-1 and RPE 15.2 ± 2.7. Table 2 shows the 
normative values of average V30-15IFT-28m for each classification group.  
 
****insert Table 1 and 2 about here**** 
Reliability  
Relative reliability was high for the V30-15IFT-28m (ICC = 0.99, TE = 1.02) (Figure 1A). 
The absolute reliability for V30-15IFT-28m was found to have a CV value of 1.9%. Peak 
heart rate showed a slightly lower ICC of 0.95 and TE of 1.05, and a CV value of 
4.5% (Figure 1B). Blood lactate had high reliability (ICC = 0.98, TE = 1.05), and had 
a CV value of 5.5% (Figure 1C). RPE had high reliability (ICC = 0.97, TE = 1.03) 
and CV value of 3.5%. 95% LOA analysis found V30-15IFT-28m with bias 0.05 ± 0.28 
km.h-1 (-0.51, 0.61) (Figure 2A), HRpeak with bias -3.7 ± 8.47 beats.min-1 (-20.31, 
12.91) (Figure 2B), and [La]b with bias -0.16 ± 0.55 mmol.L-1(-1.24, 0.92) (Figure 
2C). The SWC calculated on the V30-15IFT-28m between trials was found to be 0.234.  
 
****insert Figures 1 and 2 about here**** 
Discussion 
The aim of this study is to investigate the test-retest reliability of a modified 30-15 
Intermittent Fitness Test (30-15IFT-28m) with elite wheelchair rugby players. The main 
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finding of this study was that the 30-15IFT-28m was a reliable test and is suitable for 
elite wheelchair rugby players. The CV of V30-15IFT-28m (1.9%), HRpeak (4.5%), and 
RPE (3.5%) were less than 5%, which is within the limits suggested to be appropriate 
for fitness testing (Turner et al., 2015). The CV of [La]b  (5.5%) is also accepted as a 
reliable score, as it is in line with the previously shown CV of 5.7% for the Lactate 
Pro (Tanner, Fuller, & Ross, 2010).  The reliability and variability of lactate 
measurement reliability can be can affected by sampling procedures, such as 
insufficient blood volume, dilution of blood sample by interstitial fluid, and 
instrumental error, causing proportional bias (Hart et al., 2013). RPE was lower when 
compared to AB athletes (Haydar et al., 2011). In upper-body exercises, athletes are 
most likely to experience peripheral fatigue before central fatigue, due to the smaller 
upper-limb muscle mass, hence resulting in a lower RPE. However, when compared 
to graded exercise testing on wheelchair athletes, the RPE was found to be similar 
(Leicht, Griggs, Lavin, Tolfrey, & Goosey-Tolfrey, 2014). Significant correlations 
were found for all four measures. These results demonstrate high reliability during 
repeated performance of the 30-15IFT-28m and are considered as ‘very large’ 
relationship (ICC > 0.9) for a physiological field test (Buchheit, 2010). Significant 
agreement was found between test and retest for V30-15IFT-28m (0.05 ± 0.28; -0.51, 
0.61), HRpeak (-3.7 ± 8.47; -20.31, 12.91) and [La]b (-0.16 ± 0.55; -1.24, 0.92) using 
the Bland-Altman 95% LOA analysis. Similar findings were found when agreement 
and bias were considered through percentage change (Figures 2D, 2E & 2F).  
The reliability of final velocity was similar to the reliability reported by 
Buchheit (Buchheit, 2010), who reported good reliability with CV of 1.7% among 20 
handball players. Furthermore, when compared to a previous study on wheelchair 
basketball players using the Yo-yo test [ICC = 0.94 (distance covered), 0.85 (HRpeak), 
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0.83 ([La]b)] (Yanci et al., 2015), the 30-15IFT-28m was found to be more reliable. 
Despite having a wide age range and participants from a range of classifications, the 
95% LOA showed no bias in terms of performance. Thus, 30-15IFT-28m test is 
applicable for WR players ranging from 20 – 44yrs, regardless of their classification.  
The reliability of HRpeak is greater than that previously reported (Buchheit, 
Lefebvre, Laursen, & Ahmaidi, 2011) and this may be due to the lower recorded 
HRpeak values. Lowered maximal heart rates of 110-130 beats per minute have 
previously been reported in athletes with spinal lesions (Bhambhani et al., 2010; V. L. 
Goosey-Tolfrey & Leicht, 2013). Athletes with a lesion at or above the fifth thoracic 
segment would have impaired cardiac function, such as decreased left ventricular 
heart mass and smaller left ventricular size, compared to AB individuals (Bhambhani 
et al., 2010). However, athletes with a lesion below the T5 would have normal 
responses (Bhambhani et al., 2010). In tetraplegic athletes, large variations in heart 
rate response have been noted when performing similar activities (Barfield et al., 
2010). Given the varying classification of WR players (0.5-3.5) included in this study, 
the higher HRpeak CV values and large spread in 95% LOA could be explained.  
Assessing the usefulness of the 30-15IFT-28m, SWC was found to be less than 
one level on the 30-15IFT-28m. Therefore, suggesting that a change of about one stage 
(i.e. 0.5 km.h-1) is considered significant, which is in agreement with previous 
findings (Buchheit, 2010). However, using a single SWC based on multiple athletes’ 
data would be unspecific for each individual athlete (Scott et al., 2015). This could be 
more appropriate for coaches in a field setting, as it would be impractical to determine 
individual SWC (Scott et al., 2015).  
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Practical Applications 
The 30-15IFT-28m can be used to monitor athletes’ performance and determine the 
effectiveness of a training program over a pre-season, across a season, or during an 
off-season period. Using the final velocity attained, specific intensities can be used to 
individualise training prescription. Coaches can use the test as supplementary 
training, or modify components of the test to perform as a training drill to develop 
intermittent fitness and COD ability. Using the normative data as a reference, coaches 
can compare a player’s performance to the population, and also to determine which 
position suits the player. This test may also be applied to other intermittent wheelchair 
sports, such as wheelchair basketball.  
Conclusion 
This study has shown that the 30-15IFT-28m is a reliable test among WR players. 
Furthermore, it provided information to coaches on what may substantiate as a 
significant change in performance.  
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Figure 1. Test-Retest correlation in (A) V30-15IFT-28m, (B) HRpeak and (C) [La]b.  
Figure 2. Bland-Altman difference 95% CI LOA of test-retest performance in (A) V30-
15IFT-28m, (B) HRpeak, and (C) [La]b. Bland-Altman 95% CI LOA percentage difference 
of test-retest performance in (D) V30-15IFT-28m, (E) HRpeak, and (F) [La]b. 
Table 1. Demographic information and descriptive statistics of participants 30-15IFT-
28m results 
Table 2. Normative data of 30-15IFT-28m   
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